
MEET OUR PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 
Ed Wyer (Chair and Chair of Planning Committee) 

 
Ed was born in Perth Scotland in 1947. He has been Chairman of 
Barnham Parish Council since 2015 and a member of the Council 
since 2010. He has lived in the village since 1976 when he returned 
from a tour in German with the Royal Air Force. He is also 
Chairman of the Parish Council Planning Committee and 
Coordinator for one of the village Neighbourhood Watch Schemes. 
Ed flew Buccaneer and Tornado aircraft while stationed at RAF 
Honington and after retirement from the RAF, flew for KLMuk and 

Air France’s Subsidiary airline Cityjet. In 2004 he became Operations Manager for the Unit for 
Landscape Modelling at Cambridge University where he was involve with research into Laser 
techniques for airborne mapping, a post held until retirement in 2010. Ed has 2 daughters and 6 
grandchildren. He was awarded a Queens Commendation for Valuable Service in the Air in 1994. 
 
 
John Bauer (organises the speed watch project) 
 
 
Matthew Hawthorne 
 

Matthew is 45 and has been working on Euston Estate since 1992 at 
different levels - he has been the farm manager since 2010. He has lived 
in Barnham for 9 years with his wife Kate and daughter Emily who is 9.  
Emily attends Barnham CEVP school and Matthew is a school governor.  
Matthew does various voluntary jobs:  helping the school, church , 
Euston rural pastimes and supporting local village groups. Euston takes 
up a lot of his time but any spare time he gets he enjoys travelling in the 
UK and a long serving boat project.  

 
 
 
Ian Heading (representative for RAF Honington) 
 
 
Peter Keast (Member of Planning Committee; Safeguarding and Data 
Protection; and representative for Village Hall Committee) 
Alison, Elizabeth and I moved up to Barnham from West Sussex  in 2005. 
What we love about this village is the cohesion and friendliness of the 
community.   The annual Barnham Fete is a great example of this. 
I have been a parish Councillor for around 7 years.   I am currently treasurer of 
both the annual Barnham Fete and also the Church. 
I still work full time as an IT project and programme manager. 
 
 



 
Charles Merrifield (Vice-Chair and member of Planning Committee) 
Charles was born in Ely in 1952. Charles and Denise moved into the village in 
1986 with their three year old daughter Anna to be followed by Hayley and 
Mark. Charles was involved with the school and Chair of the Village Hall 
committee. 
He has recently been co-opted onto the Parish Council and has joined the 
planning committee.   
He qualified as a Chartered Surveyor in 1982 and after working for a number 
of local firms formed the practice of Merrifield Chartered Surveyors in Bury St 
Edmunds in 1990.  In 2006 Charles sold his practice but continued to do some 

part time consultancy work.   
Charles enjoys many hobbies including fly fishing, woodturning, clay pigeon shooting, bird watching 
and many more. He now volunteers for Thetford Citizen Advice Bureau and Redgrave and Lopham 
Fen.   
Charles and Denise are delighted to announce the arrival of their new grandson Luke William. 
 
 
Susan Watson (responsible for play park) 
 
 
Our Borough Councillor: 
 

Andrew Smith, who married Pauline in 1982 moved to Suffolk in 1987, 
so Andrew could begin work with Eastern Electricity Board, in Bury St 
Edmunds.  Andrew has been a Bardwell Parish Councillor for over 10 
years and became a Borough Councillor following an uncontested by-
election in October 2016.  Andrew is a Trustee of Bardwell Tithe Barn 
Committee (Village Hall) and Spinning Wheel Theatre Group.  Now 
retired, and as part of a wider community effort he also volunteers and 
supports fund raising activities for his Parish Church, Playing field 
Association and PTA. 

 
Our County Councillor: 
 
Joanna Spicer is the Suffolk County Councillor for Barnham as well as 15 other 
villages including all of those on the Euston Estate.  She was first elected in 
1989 and now lives at Pakenham with her husband Christopher.  She has 
grown up daughters and three young grandchildren.  Joanna has held several 
senior posts in Suffolk in the last 30 years including with the National Health 
Service, Suffolk Police Authority and Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service.  Locally 
she attends Parish Council meetings and community groups.  She campaigns 
for continuing improvement with local services the responsibility of the County 
Council.  In Barnham she works hard to reduce speeding and poor driving 
through the village and has recently helped fund the new community 
speedwatch scheme. She gives her full support to Barnham School and has 
joined the community response to many issues including lorry movements, 
gravel extraction and school improvements 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Our Parish Council Clerk: 
 

Caroline Dowson moved to Suffolk in 2011 with her husband and lives 
just outside the village, she has four grown up daughters and six grand-
daughters.   Caroline has a BA(Hons) in Art History and has lots of 
experience in administration which includes working previously as a 
parish clerk; as a personal assistant for local planning and regeneration 
managers within a local authority and as a school business manager.   
Caroline became Parish Clerk in 2015 and is paid to work four hours per 
week.    
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